The second patient was a 9 year old girl who first presented with a history of recurrent left knee swelling ( A third questionnaire, asking essentially the same questions as those posed to the London general practitioners was sent to a random selection of 100 dental practitioners in London, Taunton, and Birmingham.
The medical and dental practitioners from London, Taunton, and Birmingham areas as listed in local telephone directories were chosen with the aid of statistical random number tables.7
Of the 25 medical schools contacted 23 (92%) replied. Ten of these (43%) confirmed that they taught their students to ask about TMJ symptoms. Thus 13 (57%) medical schools did not teach their students to ask about TMJ symptoms. Fourteen (61 %) taught their students how to assess the TMJ; nine (39%) did not.
Thirty six of 38 (95%) general medical practitioners contacted replied to our London survey questionnaire. None of those answering the questionnaire either asked about the TMJ during a general medical examination or examined the joint as a routine. All did so, however, when it was directly symptomatic.
Of the 100 dental practices contacted 90 (90%) replied, comprising 157 dentists as the number in each practice was invariably more than one. Forty eight (31%) dentists asked about the TMJ during a routine inspection; 109 (69%) did not. Eighteen (11%) physically examined the TMJ as a routine; 137 (87%) assessed the joint only when symptomatic; two (1%) never assessed.
Thus the TMJ does not appear to be included in primary health screening programmes, either medical or dental, which in this era of preventive health management we find disappointing. 
